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1. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3, 9, 10, 22, 24, 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Kuhn. 



With respect to claim 1 , Kuhn teaches an apparatus (shown by figure 1 ) for applying 
a strip material (14) to a web (16) comprising: an applicator wheel (28); a guide member 
(22, 24) to provide a path for said strip material; a guide sensor (CPU 56) with encoder 
to detect the position of the strip material, see col. 5, line 18. 

With respect to claim 3, Kuhn teaches an applicator wheel that contains vacuum 
ports 28a along the circumference of the applicator wheel. See col. 5, lines 58-62. 

With respect to claim 9, Kuhn teaches a method for applying a strip material to a web, 
comprising the steps of: feeding a length of strip material 14 into an initial guide memory 
20; transporting (by motor in web wheel) said strip material 14 towards an applicator 
wheel 28; detecting the position of said strip material (CPU 56 with encoders); aligning 
(22,24) said strip material 14 with the surface of web 16; securing (via 28a) said strip 
material 14 to said surface of said web 16. 

With respect to claim 10, Kuhn teaches strip material for placement over vacuum 
ports 28a on the surface of said applicator wheel. 
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With respect to claim 22, Kuhn teaches an apparatus, shown by figure 1) for 
applying a guideband (strip material 14) to a web 16, comprising: an applicator wheel 
28; 

A guide member 23,24 to provide a path for said guideband 14; a guide sensor CPU 56 
with encoder to detect the position of the guideband. 

With respect to claim 24, Kuhn teaches an apparatus wherein the applicator wheel 
that contains vacuum ports 28a along the circumference of the applicator wheel. See 
col. 5, lines 58-62. 

With respect to claim 26, Kuhn teaches a method for applying a guideband (strip 
material) to a web, comprising the steps of: feeding a length of guideband 14 into an 
initial guide memory 20; transporting (by motor in web wheel) said guideband 14 
towards an applicator wheel 28; detecting the position of said strip material (CPU 56 
with encoders); aligning (22,24) said (guideband 14) with the surface of web 16; 
securing (via 28a) said guideband 14 to said surface of said web 16. 



With respect to claim 27, Kuhn teaches strip material for placement over vacuum 
ports 28a on the surface of said applicator wheel. 



2. 



(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 5, 7, 13-17 and 30-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rossini. 



With respect to claim 5, Rossini teaches an apparatus as shown by figure 1 , strip 
material 48, web 34, applicator wheel 42; guide means 32, 22; guide sensor via web 
machine 10 to detect positions of strip material driving it at a constant position with 
respect to predetermined time, see col. 7, lines 50-55. The code strip corresponds to 
the indicia or lamination seams according to col. 7, lines 55-58. 



Application/Control Number: 09/955,61 1 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2626 

With respect to claim 7, Rossini teaches the vacuum ports via evenly spaced 
portions on vacuum wheel 98. The code strip corresponds to the indicia or lamination 
seams according to col. 7, lines 55-58. 

With respect to claim 13, Rossini teaches a method for applying (motion of applicator 
wheel 42) a codes strip material (indicia lamination seams) to a web (12,34) 
comprising the steps of: feeding a length of code strip material into an initial guide 
member 50; transporting (via roller 50) said code strip material towards an applicator 
wheel 42; detecting the position of said code strip material (web machine 10 to detect 
position of strip material driving it at constant position with respect to a predetermined 
time, see col. 7, lines 50-55. Rossini teaches aligning (via 66) said code strip material 
34 with the surface of a web 12; securing (compressed air) said code strip material to 
said surface of said web 12. 



With respect to claim 14, Rossini teaches 
lines 16-26. 

With respect to claim 15, Rossini teaches 
20-22. 

With respect to claim 16, Rossini teaches 
and function of the applicator machine 10. 

With respect to claim 17, Rossini teaches 
loop. 



the claimed limitation as provided at col. 8, 
this limitation as provided at col. 8, lines 

this limitation which is inherent by design 

this limitation as shown in figure 1 by the 



With respect to claim 30, Rossini teaches a method for applying (motion of applicator 
wheel 42) a guideband (indicia lamination seams) to a web (12,34) comprising the 
steps of: feeding a length of code strip material into an initial guide member 50; 
transporting (via roller 50) said code guideband towards an applicator wheel 42; 
detecting the position of said code strip material (web machine 10 to detect position of 
strip material driving it at constant position with respect to a predetermined time, see 
col. 7, lines 50-55. Rossini teaches aligning (via 66) said code guideband 34 with the 
surface of a web 12; securing (compressed air) said code guideband to said surface of 
said web 12. 

With respect to claim 31 , Rossini teaches the claimed limitation as provided at col. 
8, lines 16-26. 

With respect to claim 32, Rossini teaches this limitation as provided at col. 8, lines 
20-22. 

With respect to claim 33, Rossini teaches this limitation which is inherent by design 
and function of the applicator machine 10. 
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With respect to claim 34, Rossini teaches this limitation as shown in figure 1 by the 
loop. 

3. 

Allowed Claims 

Claims 1 1 and 12 are allowed for the reason that the prior art does not teach step (d) of 
claim 1 1 . 

Claims 28 and 29 are allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest 
step (d) of claim 28. 

4. 

Claims Objected to As Containing Allowable Matter 

Claims 2, 4, 6, 8, 18-21, 23, 25 and 35-38 are objected to as containing allowable 
subject matter. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7463. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams, can be reached on 571-272-7471 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business-Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




E GRANT II 
EXAMINER 



